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absurdity: but it was far from seeming absurd to the excited populace in the early months of 1856. As soon as he heard the first rumour of the attack, Lord Stratford telegraphed to Lord Clarendon to beg that every word he had written on the subject might be laid before Parliament: " I have no fear of my countrymen," he wrote, " when they have the means of judging fairly before them/' and the Blue Book on the Military Affairs in Asiatic Tttrkey was the result. As soon as the documents had been published, sane men regretted the temporary infatuation which had possessed them. But meanwhile the hero and the victim had received their respective meed. Williams returned triumphant and a pensioned baronet; while Whiteside gave notice of a motion in the House of Commons. The Blue Book was out before the motion came on for debate (i May), and the result was a triumph for the Government. Whiteside's vituperation of Lord Stratford was forgotten when Palmerston, with all his manly straightforward vigour, dwelt upon the long and honourable career of the Great Elchi, his many services to his country, and his fair unspotted fame, and demonstrated in unanswerable terms the absurdity of the charge brought against him. He fairly carried the House with him ; they turned away from the petty detail of unanswered despatches to the great facts of Lord Stratford's career, and the motion was triumphantly defeated by a majority of 127. Lord Malmesbury, who had a corresponding motion in the House Lords, hastily withdrew it, to the disappointment of the Duke of Newcastle, the Earl of Harrowby, Lord Glenelg, and others, who had looked forward to a field-day in defence of their friend. The Elchi's name was safe.